City of Georgetown, Texas

Economic Development Director
Job Profile

The Georgetown Community
Don’t let our small-town
charm fool you. Sure, a stroll
around our Square, which is
named the most beautiful
one in Texas, can feel a little
like walking back through
time—but you can be certain
Georgetown is a city of today.
As shop owners and neighbors
greet you with a heartfelt
“morning” it seems like the
rush and “weirdness” of Austin
is a world away instead of just
25 miles south.
GEORGETOWN FACTS
History of Georgetown
• Founded March 13, 1848
• Major industries were cattle,
cotton, railroad, and the
University

Location
• 26 miles North of Austin
• Junction of I-35 and SH 130

Williamson County Seat
Population: 77,125
(Nov. 2021)
• 60.11 square miles
• More than 67% population
growth in City Limits & ETJ in
the last 10 years
• Fastest-growing city in the
nation for cities with 50,000 or
more residents in 2021

ETJ Population: 100,958
(Jan. 2020)
• 121.42 square miles

And while it’s true you can
easily reach Austin, once you
get here you’ll realize that you
don’t have to go anywhere to
have it all. The rotating exhibits
at the Georgetown Art Center
and shows at the Palace
Theatre are just the beginning
of the artistic adventures that
await literally right around
the corner. Explore a bit more
and you’ll find public murals
and art, distinctive dining
experiences, watering holes
and nightspots.
We’re proud of the unique
place we have created and
can’t wait to share it with you.
In Georgetown, you’re more
than welcome to enjoy Texassized culture right here in our
more intimate setting.
You’re also welcome to enjoy
life at a slower pace—without
ever having to worry about
falling behind. We’re more
than welcoming, we’re also a
thriving business community.
With a supportive community,
easy connections and a
talented workforce you can
build your business or career
right here. If you’re looking to
expand your mind, we’ve got

that covered too. Southwestern
University, the oldest in Texas,
welcomes students from all
over, fueling our community
with fresh faces and new ideas.
And you know those smalltown events that make you
feel warm inside and wish
you could live that life? Well,
we’ve got those in spades. We
may be famous for our Red
Poppy Festival that welcomes
visitors every spring, but we
find a reason to celebrate in
every season, from sunset
movies at San Gabriel Park to
a Christmas Stroll straight out
of a storybook. Georgetown
welcomes you to share in our
traditions and make them part
of yours.
Whether it’s a cool dip in
Blue Hole or a day hiking
with the kids and even the
family dog at Garey Park,
everyone is welcome to
enjoy the exceptional beauty
of Georgetown. With so
much in easy reach there is
plenty of time to explore or
relax in the great outdoors.
Our unbeatable parks and
connected trails weave the
community together just
like stitches in a family quilt,
uniting neighborhoods, open
spaces, and natural wonders.
Around here, new neighbors
quickly become lifelong friends
and a sense of belonging
only continues to grow from
that first handshake or smile.
If you are looking for a new
opportunity, a fresh start, a
place to put down roots or
retire in your own style —
whether you’ve come for the
day or are here to stay, “In
Georgetown, you’re more than
welcome.”

Economy
In 2021, the City was named the fastestgrowing city in America with a population
of 50,000 or greater, and Georgetown has
been among the top 10 fastest-growing cities
for the last 8 years. With increases in both
commercial and residential development, the
City’s property tax value is $10.9 billion in Fiscal
Year 2022, with an expected revenue of $41.7
million. With these increases and future growth
projections, the City is able to collect revenues
while maintaining one of the lowest tax rates in
the Central Texas region.
The City has seen on average, a 12.82 percent
increase each year dating back to FY2016. The
total difference between sales tax received in
FY2016 and sales tax received in FY2021 is $19.03
million, or an 81 percent increase.
The first businesses at the Wolf Crossing
retail center at the southeast corner of
I-35 at University Avenue opened in 2019.
This 250,000-square-foot project includes
restaurants, medical facilities, a hotel, and a
grocery store. The City approved plans for the
164-acre Wolf Lakes Village at the northwest
corner of I-35 and University Avenue. At full
build out, Wolf Lakes will include 4 million
square feet of corporate offices, medical
office space, retail, entertainment, hotels, and
housing valued at $1.7 billion.

Year

Sales Tax

% Change

FY 2016

23,437,496

FY 2017

25,102,937

7.11%

FY 2018

27,243,586

8.53%

FY 2019

29,492,258

8.25%

FY 2020

33,975,642

15.20%

FY 2021

42,475,293

25.02%

The City is able to collect revenues
while maintaining

one of the lowest tax rates
in the Central Texas region

Top Commercial Projects for 2021
The City continued its implementation of the economic development strategic plan that was
developed over the past three years. The plan centers around four goals:
1.

Support of existing businesses and industries

2. Enhance targeted recruitment of identified industries
3. Diversify workforce development and recruitment initiatives
4. Encourage speculative development, plus an over-arching goal to tell our story.
TAX INCREMENT
REINVESTMENT ZONE (TIRZ)

NORTHPARK35 CLASS A
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

224 ACRES | NORTHERN GEORGETOWN

146 ACRES | @ I-35 AND SH 130

The City of Georgetown partnered
with Jackson Shaw and approved a tax
increment reinvestment zone, or TIRZ,
agreement with the Dallas- based
developer in December 2021. The
agreement covers 224 acres in northern
Georgetown along I-35 that will encompass
up to 1.7 million square feet of industrial
development, nearly 400,000 square feet
of commercial space, and 388 multifamily
units. ONX Homes was recently announced
as the first tenant for Phase 1.

Titan Development and the City of
Georgetown broke ground in November
2020 on the first phase of the 146-acre
NorthPark35 Class A industrial development
at I-35 and SH 130. Phase one of the project
includes two buildings totaling more than
330,000 square feet, as well as the extension
of Aviation Drive to intersect with SH 130
and I-35. The park is designed and masterplanned to host up to 1.3 million square feet.

GATEWAY COMMERCE 35
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
115 ACRES | @ I-35 AND SH 130

Across I-35 from NorthPark35, Titan
Development has also begun construction
on the 115-acre industrial development,
Gateway Commerce 35. This project
will include the construction of a public
road connector and more than 1 million
square feet of industrial development
with commercial frontage on I-35. The
road and a 300,000-square-foot building
that comprise Phase 1 are on track to
be completed by the end of 2022, with
the building being occupied by CelLink,
which will be Georgetown’s largest private
employer at 2,000 jobs.

Top Commercial Projects for 2021 (continued)

In addition to Titan’s developments, several other industrial projects began pre-development
in 2021 including the Woodgate development, Georgetown Logistics Park by Stonelake
Capital, Portman Industrial, and Molto Development. As of January 2022, Georgetown has
approximately 6.5 million square feet of industrial space in the development pipeline.
COSTCO WAREHOUSE
158,000 SQ FT STORE | @ I-35 AND LAKEWAY DR

On December 10, 2019, City Council approved an agreement for Costco Warehouse to
open a 158,000-square-foot store at the northwest corner of I-35 and Lakeway Drive
within 5 years. Groundbreaking is expected summer 2022.
The City’s pedestrian oriented downtown environment continues to thrive and be a unique
investment opportunity. Downtown living opportunities increased exponentially in FY 2021
with the addition of 50 units amongst three residential projects in the north sector of
the Downtown District. Much anticipated significant reinvestment projects anchored by
restaurants were completed with City Post Chophouse, Kilwin’s, and Goodfolks all opening
in of the third quarter of 2021. In FY 2021 there were 10 new business openings totaling $18.7
million in private and public-private investment. FY 2022 is already looking to be another
strong year of development in downtown. Within the next 2-3 years, more than 250,000
square feet of infill development is anticipated.

TOP TEN NON-GOVERNMENT
BUSINESSES
Airborn, Inc. (612)
St. David’s Hospital Georgetown (486)
Southwestern University (440)
Wesleyan Homes (420)
Caring Home Health (310)
Smile Doctors (300)
Lone Star Circle of Care (256)
Chatsworth Products of Georgetown
(240)
Rock Springs Hospital (226)
Georgetown Behavioral Health (207)

CITY COUNCIL STRATEGIC
AREAS OF EMPHASIS
GOVERNANCE
Guiding Principle: The City
of Georgetown follows
established rules of
governance that promote
civil discourse, consistent and
predictable deliberation, and
exemplary action.
GROWTH
Guiding Principle: The City of
Georgetown will proactively
work to anticipate growth in
all aspects of city government
– mobility, infrastructure,
customer service.
HOUSING
Guiding Principle: The City
of Georgetown will strive to
provide housing opportunities
to ensure a diverse population.
DOWNTOWN
Guiding Principle: The
City of Georgetown will
provide a positive economic
environment to ensure an
active and viable downtown
and provide infrastructure and
amenities to ensure safety,
mobility and accessibility.

$

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Guiding Principle: The City of
Georgetown will promote a
strong and diverse economy
that strengthens the local
sales tax and property tax
base while also contributing
to a high quality of life.
RISK MANAGEMENT
Guiding Principle: The City
of Georgetown will provide a
well-planned and coordinated
emergency and risk
management system for all
city services.

About the Economic Development Department
The Economic Development
Department consists of
nine full-time staff and five
part-time staff with a total
budget of $2.37 million. The
director reports to Assistant
City Manager Nick Woolery
and works closely with the
City Manager’s Office and
department director team.
The department consists of
four main areas including:
business attraction and
retention, Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau, arts and
culture, and downtown
development/Main Street.
The work of the department
is guided by a strategic plan
and resulting workplan to
achieve meaningful results.
The City of Georgetown has
both 4A and 4B corporations to
encourage economic growth,
and a recently adopted tax
abatement policy.
BUSINESS ATTRACTION AND
RETENTION
The department conducts
business retention through
relationship development
with site visits and regular
touches to understand the
needs of our local business
community and encourage
investment. Other activities
include organizing job fairs and
business appreciation events.
These efforts are maximized
through a strong relationship
with the Georgetown Chamber
of Commerce.
Business attraction efforts
occur through marketing
and communication efforts
showcasing a variety of
development opportunities.
The department works with
developers and City staff to
create shovel-ready sites.
The department also creates

and responds to leads in
coordination with site selectors,
brokers, the Williamson County
Economic Development
Partnership, Opportunity
Austin, and the Governor’s
Office.
CVB
The CVB increases the
economic activity of
Georgetown through
increased tourism by
attracting travel and group
business. The department
showcases Georgetown as
a meeting, conference, and
tourism destination though
marketing, communication,
and special-event activity.
The CVB produces the annual
Red Poppy Festival and the
Lighting of the Square events.
ARTS AND CULTURE
The department supports and
develops the City’s cultural
district with various public
art exhibits and public spaces
including the Georgetown Art
Center and the South Main
Arts District. The department
administers the city’s mural
program and special events to
promote the City’s vibrant arts
community.
MAIN STREET
The City of Georgetown is a
registered Main Street City
and conducts a variety of
activities to promote historic
preservation, downtown
business development, public
and private development
in downtown, and positive
activation of the Square. This
includes two major fundraisers
(The Georgetown Swirl and
Blazin’ Beer Crawl) that raises
funds for the City’s Downtown
Façade and Sign Grant
Program.

About the Position
Serves as the lead economic development
position in the community and is charged
with organizing, planning, developing,
measuring, leading, communicating and
implementing the community’s economic
development plan. Expands the wealth of the
community through retaining and expanding
existing businesses in the community and
by recruiting new targeted business sectors

to the city. Builds and maintains effective
relationships and partnerships with key
stakeholders and organizations within the
community. Responsible for leading the
economic development team which includes
business attraction and retention, convention
and visitor bureau services, arts and culture
activities, and Main Street programing.

IDEAL CANDIDATE
The City of Georgetown is seeking an authentic and
collaborative servant leader dedicated to growing the
commercial and business community. The ideal candidate
should effectively develop a team focused on the City’s
core values and strong results. Candidates for this position
need to develop strong strategic partnerships within the
City organization, the Georgetown community, and the
Central Texas region. They should have a proven track
record in economic development practices acting in a
leadership role working with various elected or appointed
boards.
The ideal candidate is humble and self-aware, capable of
managing a variety of relationships, a strategic thinker, and
a proactive communicator. They should thrive in a fastpaced, dynamic environment and be able to support and
guide a team to deliver solid results.
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE
This position requires a bachelor’s degree in business,
marketing, community development, economics or a
related field from an accredited college or university. Eight
years of full-time progressively responsible experience in
sales, marketing, and business development with a state
or local agency. Four years of the required experience
include multiple program management and/or relevant
supervisory experience.
COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS
The City of Georgetown offers a competitive salary
commensurate with the qualifications and experience
of the selected candidate. The organization provides a
full range of competitive leave and insurance benefits
including a free recreation center membership and a
robust wellness program. The City participates in the
Texas Municipal Retirement System with a 7% employee
contribution and 2:1 employer match, and a 457 Deferred
Compensation Program is available.

While the successful
candidate is not required to
live in the City of Georgetown,
please note residency within
the city limits is preferred.
HOW TO APPLY
Interested candidates
must complete the City
of Georgetown online
application and include a
resume and cover letter. This
position will remain open
until filled. First review of
candidates will occur after
July 25, 2022.
For additional information
and to apply please visit
georgetown.org/jobs

